Gander Varietny,
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Joe Vitiritto, President

Hello Everyone! 2025 has
come and is about over. You
know the old adage “time flies
when you are having fun” and
we have a lot of fun in our Park.

Everyone leaving the Park for
the Holiday - Have safe
travels! We look forward to
your return. The Park is really
hopping now and it will be even
busier in the next 4-5 months.
So, anybody wanting to
volunteer, there are many
Activities so please see the
Host or an Association Board
Member who will help you sign
up to help with our many
Activities.

The Park is very beautiful and
also very decorative for the
Holidays, so if you see Richard
or the Stewarts, thank them
for making Palm Gardens such
a beautiful place.

Last, but not least, is
Christmas and the New Year.
Christmas is a time to
celebrate the birth of Jesus and
to thank God for all we have.
New Year's is the time to focus
on our improvements, helping
one another and being kind to
everyone.

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Regards, Joe

December 2025
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If you are a new resident or
just coming back from a long
stay away, contact Ronnie
Vitiritto, 515-238-9075, or Jan
Opp 480-494-7231, who
represent our Welcome
Committee. They are here to
extend a warm greeting,
provide information about
community events and
activities and encourage you to
participate and connect with
other residents. You can even
find out about volunteer
opportunities. Contact the
knowledgeable Welcome
Committee members here
once you get established.

RECYCLING THURSDAY AM
Your volunteer recycling team
picks up aluminum cans and
PET1 or PETE clear plastic
bottles (without caps) from
your container or bag at the
curb by 6:30 AM Thursday
mornings or preferably the
night before. Help us to help
you by following our simple rules.
PLEASE REMOVE THE TABS
FROM YOUR CANS! You can
put them in the box at the SH
for donation to the Ronald
McDonald House. Please no
milk cartons or opaque
plastic bottles.
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SPECIAL
REMINDER

PLEASE take down your
tattered flags. Leaving them
up when damaged is
disrespectful. You can dispose
of them at most Home Depot
stores. Thank you. Bob Foley
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Paul Gregor
Jim Zeller
Denise Callahan
Gloria Ballou
Don Bourdon
Martha Bartlett
Nicole Rose
Marion Carlson

"Death is not the end of a
story, but the turning of a
page into a chapter we
cannot yet read."”

DIRECTORY

CHANGES
Bishop, Dee: Lot 27, 623-229-
0730
Semenchuk, Bill & Nadine: Lot
414, 623-229-0732
Friese, Lisa: Lot 601, 305-994-
4445
Serio, Margie: Lot 669, 262-
271-1400
Knoll, Rick & Dana, Lot 253,
641-629-6328 (R), 641-780-
1564 (D)

Speer, Bill & Lora, Lot 244,
503-951-1274 (B), 503-871-
7069 (L)

Ishikawa, Alan & Susan, Lot
137, 253-736-4064 (A), 253-
653-5726 (S)

LENDING CLOSET

Our volunteer-based lending
closet allows residents of Palm
Gardens to borrow durable
equipment such as
wheelchairs, walkers, shower
chairs, canes or other items. If
you need something short-
term, contact Dave Sullivan
815-985-2524, Laurie
Sullivan 815-621-3413 or
Diane Wehr 317-431-4437
for immediate assistance.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY ON
FACEBOOK

You can get current
information about events
happening in and around the
Park by checking out the
FACEBOOK COMMUNITY PAGE
which connects over 370
residents through this
exclusive group.

HOW TO CONNECT:

1. Log into your FB account.

2. Click on the magnifying
glass/search at the top of the
page and type in “OUR
COMMUNITY” and run the
search.

3. Look for the banner
featuring cactus and a
mountain.

4. Click the JOIN button.
ANSWER a few questions and
you should be accepted within
48 hours.

PALM GARDENS
ACTIVITY
ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Dec 9t at
11:00am in the South Hall.
Everyone is welcome.

HOLIDAY
DECORATING
CONTEST

It's Holiday Home Decorating
Contest time again. Each
individual resident is eligible to
vote. Ballots are available in
the SH near the ballot box on
the stage. The winners of the
previous 2 vyears are not
eligible to repeat. There are 3
place finishes. 1st- $100, 2" -
$75 and 3™ - $50. Ballots must
be in the box by Dec 19t and
winners will be announced Sat,
Dec 20™ at coffee. Any
questions, please contact
Sonja Martin at 805-657-5598.

CHRISTMAS
CAROLING AND
CHILI DINNER

DEC 2157

For many residents here in
Palm Gardens, the Annual
Christmas Caroling and Chili
Dinner is a cherished tradition
that evokes memories of the
good old days. Caroling
fosters a sense of community
and togetherness. It allows




you to connect with vyour
neighbors, spread holiday
cheer and share the joy of the
season. Meet at the NH at
3:30pm. We'll stroll around
the Park, singing our hearts
out. Even if you can’t carry a
tune in a bucket, come join the
fun. Bring some cookies to
share or hand out to the shut-
ins if you can. Contact Cinda
Metcalf, 567-686-3133 for
more information.

Follow that up at 5:00pm in the
SH for Bob Stephens’ famous
and delicious Chili Dinner.
Sign-up sheets will be posted
at the South Hall. Bring
cornbread or cookies to share if
you can. This is a free event
for residents.

CHRISTMAS DAY
DINNER

All residents are welcomed for
Christmas Day Dinner, a time
of hospitality and fellowship.
Your Association is providing
ham and dinner rolls for this
year’s event. Attendees should
bring an appetizer, salad, side
dish or dessert to share -
enough for 10-12 people.
Doors will open at 12 noon and
serving will start at 1pm. Sign-
up sheets will be posted on the
South Hall bulletin board.
Remember to bring your own
tableware and beverages.
Guests are $5 each. Meals will
be delivered to the home
bound - please be sure to sign
up for delivery. If you have
any questions, please contact

either Stan Schraufnagel, 715-
821-0436 or Mary-Alice
Muraski, 715-222-6841, Sp
163.

HOLIDAY TOY
DRIVE
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Let’'s all get behind this toy
drive to support children and
families in need. The Armer
Foundation for Kids is a non-
profit organization dedicated to
easing the financial burdens of
families with children battling
extreme medical conditions in
the local area, including
Banner Cardon Pediatric
Hospital. These children
deserve a joyous Christmas
too! Let’s all help. WHEN:
Now to Dec 15. DROP OFF
LOCATION: Palm Gardens
Office. Please donate a new,
unwrapped toy to help support
the Armer Foundation for Kids.
This local non-profit is
collecting new toys to restock
the Toy Closet at Banner
Cardon Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit & Oncology Unit.
DONATION IDEAS: toys,
watercolor paints, books,
crayons, colored pencils,
teething toys, puzzles (under
300 pieces), board games,
video games, Legos, craft kits,
fidget spinners, play-doh,
blankets, baby dolls, action
figures, hot wheels, robes,
restaurant gift cards. Contact
Cindy Lund, Sp 66 for more
information.

TOOL TRUCK
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FOOD TRUCK

Come have some great food
again this month as the Food
Trucks return. Rock Star Hot
Dogs will be in the Park on
Friday, Dec 5% . They will be at
the South Hall from 1lam-
2pm. Note: There will be no
food truck on Dec 19%" .

GRILL NIGHT
WEDNESDAY'S at
4PM

Come join us for food and
conversation at Grill Night
every Wednesday night from
4PM to 5:15PM. You can even
order it with cheese! Sign up
at the South Hall bulletin
board. Note: there will be no
Grill Night on Dec 24t or 31st.

BINGO!!

Come play some friendly
games of Bingo on Wednesday
nights. Sales of bingo cards
are from 6:00pm-6:35pm and
bingo starts at 6:45pm. Prize
amounts depend on the
number of cards sold so bring
your friends to make those
pots grow! We also have the
“HOT BALL" prize. Currently
we have one hot ball prize




going for $500 and a 2" one
closing in on $300! Come play
some bingo and maybe win
some money! See you there!
Note: There will be no bingo
on Dec 24t or 315t

Movie Night will be Sunday,
Dec 14% at 6:30pm in the
South Hall. This month we’ll be
showing the Beatles-themed
film Yesterday. Yesterday
considers this alternate
universe scenario: as a
struggling young musician you
wake one day realizing that
you are the only person who
knows anything about the
Beatles and their amazing
music. Popcorn and other
snacks will be served, BYO
drinks. Reach out to Stan
Schraufnagel at 715-821-0436
with any movie suggestions.
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ZUMBA

GOLD

ZUMBA GOLD

Join us for some fun, music,
and dancing at Zumba Gold
from 8:15-9am Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in the
South  Hall. No  prior
experience is necessary! Come
laugh, sing and make new
friends! Contact Mary-Alice
Muraski, sp 163, 715-222-
6841.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

The Ice Cream Social will be
the first and third Tuesdays of
the month, Dec 2" and 16% in
the South Hall at 5:45pm. All
you can eat with many
wonderful toppings.

LINE DANCING

Due to lack of a trained line
dance instructor, Mona Jones
and I will attempt classes using
videos, beginning Thursday,
Dec 4 at 9:30am. I hope all
interested will join us. For info
call Louise Smith at 270-791-
8160.

BIRTHDAY -
ANNIVERSARY

A tradition that has long been
celebrated here in Palm
Gardens is the birthday-
anniversary party. Itis held on
the first Thursday evening of
December through March.

Cake, ice cream and coffee are
served, followed by Ilive
entertainment. Each time we
celebrate three months of
birthdays and anniversaries.
The cost is free to those being
honored that month, and all
others are $2.00.

On Thursday, Dec 4% at
6:00pm in the South Hall, we
will have the first celebration.
Everyone is invited and we
will be honoring those who
have birthdays and
anniversaries in the months
of December, April and
August. We will be
entertained by Jonny Splash, a
favorite from last year, and he
promises another great show
even throwing in some
Christmas music to begin the
season. C’'mon out and enjoy
a fun evening of food and
entertainment! No sign up is
necessary!

WINTER WALKING

Come join our winter 3-mile
walk. Walk as much or as little
as you want. The group
meets Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at 8:15.
Anyone can do it. Your body
will like it and you will have a
good time. Come and see! For
questions, contact Mona Jones,
sp 690, 480-265-5277.




RIP, TEAR, BUTTON
OFF, OR ZIPPER
BROKEN? WE CAN

Having some mending hanging
around the house? The Sewing
Group is here to help! Bring it
to us in the South Hall Craft
Room the first Tuesday of
every month. No charge, but
donations welcomed! Contact
Mary-Alice Muraski, sp 163,
715-222-6841.

SATURDAY
MORNING COFFEE
& NEWS
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DUT FIRST €
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Slide on down to the South Hall
every Saturday around
7:00am for a nice hot cup of
coffee and a yummy donut!
Stay for the Park updates and
info. Announcements begin at
8am then, what you really
came for, the donuts. Cost is
only $2 per person. Sign up
weekly at the South Hall
bulletin board.

BEANBAG
BASEBALL IS
GROWING

BBB attendance continues to
increase and there will be 2
concurrent games now if there
are 20 or more that want to
play this fun filled game. Stop
by and try the game at the
South Hall after coffee. Call or
text Ed Palmreuter (Lot74) at
602-320-6486 with questions
or suggestions.

SUNDAY DARTS AT
2:30PM

Anita Maerker had the high
score of 122 points with 3 darts
this past month. We continue
to have a good turnout each
week. It's a fun event and lasts
about about 1 % hours.
Equipment is available for use
in the billard room in the South
Hall. Any questions, call or text
Ed Palmreuter (Lot74) at 602-
320-6486.

MATTER OF
BALANCE
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A MATTER OF
BALANCE

MANAGING CONCERNS ABOUT FALLS

We are once again offering
“Matter of Balancee, Fall
Prevention” class, conducted
by graduate students from AT
Still University, every Friday
from 8:30-11:30am starting
January 18 to March 16, 2026.
Classes will be held in the
North Hall. Sign-up sheets are
located on the South Hall
bulletin board. Please sign up
by Dec 15, 2025 so we can be
sure to have the appropriate
supplies. Contact Mary-Alice
Muraski, sp 163, 715-222-
6841.

SOCIAL HOUR

Get your friends and neighbors
together for fun and casual
conversation at Social Hour
and Potluck at South Hall on
Dec 9% and 23™. Social
setting starts at 4:15 PM with
potluck food served at 5
PM. Bring a dish to share such
as salad, casserole, appetizer,
meat or dessert. Bring your
own drink. Place settings will
be provided. All residents are
welcome at this free
event. The food is always top
notch. Contact Sonja Martin,
Sp 447, 805-657-5598.




YUMMY YUMMY
PANCAKES
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Now through April, the last
Saturday of each month will be
ALL YOU CAN EAT PANCAKES
WITH A SIDE OF SAUSAGE &
COFFEE FOR $3.00! SUCH A
DEAL!! Special note: Because
of Christmas, Pancake
Saturday will be on Dec 20th.
Contact Sonja Martin, sp 447,
805-657-5598.

Scientists recently
combined the DNA of a
Cheetah with the DNA of a
Crab. Things went
sideways real fast! (think
about it!)
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Rock around the Clock? Well,
at least til 10pm! Join us New
Year's Eve for Dinner and
Dancing at the South Hall.
Doors open at 5:30pm. Dinner
is a 6pm with roasted chicken,
Italian pasta salad, dinner rolls
and dessert. Please bring your
own beverages. 7pm-10pm is
music and dancing. At 10pm
we will provide NA Sparkling
Juice (or wuse your own
libations) to ring in the New
Year with a Toast. Tickets are
$8 and will be sold at Park
events starting December 9th,
For questions, call Linda
Kuchenmeister, sp 461, 715-
410-7922.
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CPR
DEMONSTRATION

Here's a picture of most of the
folks that attended the CPR
class held by David Sargent
and his wife, Lisa . It was fun
trying to do CPR using the
equipment he brought and
watching the demo of the
defibrillator. Thank you Jo
Sargent for arranging this!

GOSPEL JAM

The weeks that lead to
Christmas should be filled with
music. What better way to kick
off the month with a Gospel
Jam that may include some of
your Christmas favorites. It all
happens Dec 7t at 6pm in the
SH with refreshments and
coffee at the break.
Instrumentalists of all stripes
are invited to join the
presenters.

LOOKING AHEAD

We have reserved 25 seats for
the annual Dutton Family on
Feb 6™ at their local theatre on
East Main. This is a once a year
only production when the
original 7 Duttons, Mom and
Dad, grandchildren and regular
cast all appear together for one
fantastic show. Our seats are
second and third row center
and the cost is $25 per person.
A sign-up sheet is posted on
the South Hall bulletin board.
For questions contact Pat
Mettee at sp 1321, 615-519-
2814

SAVE THE DATE!

We have seats reserved at the
Hale Theater Center in Gilbert
for Saturday, March 7, 2026 at
7:30pm to enjoy the Broadway
Smash Hit musical, GUYS AND
DOLLS!

Tickets are at a special group
rate of $45 each, which is a
discount of $20 per ticket. The
sign-up sheet will be put on the
South Hall bulletin board on
January 10% with payment due
by Feb 11%, Contact Gloria
Wetzel at sp 413, 734-771-
7185 with any questions or for
payment.

CALENDAR
UPDATES? KNOW
THE PROCEDURE

If you would like to add an
event to the calendar or revise
one you currently host, please
contact Association Vice
President Sonja Martin, Sp.
447, 805-657-5598. She
coordinates the calendar and
use of facilities for Association
programs and for those who
wish to reserve a hall for a
private party.




RESIDENTS
HELPING
RESIDENTS

KNIFE SHARPENING
Carmen Serio Sp. 260

NAME TAGS
Gloria Wetzel, Sp 413, 734-
771-7185

HANDYMAN

Available to help with pet
sitting, general maintenance
and repairs on your home.
This can include a wide range
of jobs, such as fixing leaky
faucets, assembling furniture
and minor electrical work like

installing light fixtures and
more. Handyman and pet
sitting references available.

SPECIAL EVENTS:

Call or text Jeff Polette 206-
679-0888.

JERRY'S ERRAND &
DELIVERY SERVICES

Helping Palm Gardens
residents with fast, friendly
service — within 10 miles!
Services Offered:

e Local Errands (Post
Office, Pharmacy, etc)

e Delivery Pickups
(Prescriptions, Takeout,
Packages)

e Grocery Shopping

e Laundry Drop-off &
Pick-Up

Easy, Transparent Pricing:
e Local Errand (within 5
miles): $10 flat fee, 6-
10 miles: $15
e Extra Stops (on same
trip): +$3 per stop

e Grocery Shopping &
Delivery: $15 (list
provided)

Call to Schedule:
6097

307-267-

Garden Variety is published monthly
by the Palm Gardens Activities
Association. Due date for items
submitted for publication is the 20" of
each month. Clipart non-commercial
use license through Clipart Library. For
electronic edition, send your email to
Editor: Nancy Stephens, lot 78, ph
517-285-5424 or email
stephensbn@gmail.com.

DEC 2 ICE CREAM SOCIAL SH 5:45 PM
DEC 4 BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY SH 6:00 PM
DEC 5 FOOD TRUCK SH 11:00 AM
DEC 6 FIDDLERS SH 10:00 AM
DEC 7 GOSPEL JAM SH 6:00 PM
DEC 9 SOCIAL HOUR SH 4:15 PM
DEC 11 JAMMERS SH 2:00 PM
DEC 12 SECRET SANTA REVEAL PARTY SH 4:00 PM
DEC 14 MOVIE NIGHT SH 6:00 PM
DEC 16 ICE CREAM SOCIAL SH 5:45 PM
DEC 20 PANCAKE BREAKFAST SH 7:00 AM
DEC 21 CHRISTMAS CAROLING NH 3:00 PM
DEC 21 CHILI DINNER SH 5:00 PM
DEC 25 CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON SH 1:00 PM (doors open at 12 noon)
DEC 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY SH 5:30 PM
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PALM GARDENS ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE-DECEMBER 2025

MONDAY

CHAIR EXERCISE
ZUMBA
SHUFFLEBOARD
BUNCO

PASS PINOCHLE
SWEDISH WEAVING
NO PASS PINOCHLE

TUESDAY
EXERCISE

3 MILE WALK PROGRAM
SEWING/QUILTING
SHUFFLEBOARD
CORNHOLE

PASS PINOCHLE

SWOOP

WEDNESDAY
CHAIR EXERCISE
ZUMBA

POOL
SHUFFLEBOARD
DIME POKER
GRILL NIGHT
TEXAS HOLD EM
BINGO

THURSDAY
RECYCLING PICKUP
EXERCISE

3 MILE WALK PROGRAM
SEWING
SHUFFLEBOARD
LINE DANCING
BIBLE STUDY

.25 POKER

BRIDGE

HAND & FOOT

FRIDAY.
EXERCISE
ZUMBA
SHUFFLEBOARD
CORNHOLE
OMAHA POKER
EUCHER
CRIBBAGE

SATURDAY

COFFEE & ROLLS
BEANBAG BASEBALL
POOL/8 BALL
FIDDLER/JAM PRACTICE
DOMINO MEXICAN TRAIN

SUNDAY
DARTS

SH
SH
NH
NH
NH
SH
NH

SH
SH
SHCR
NH
SH
NH
NH

SH
SH
PR
NH
NH
SH
NH
SH

PG
SH
SH
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NH
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NH
NH

SH
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SH
NH
NH
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NH
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2:30 PM

All activities between the
hours of 8am-5pm on
December 8, 9, 10, 11 will
be held in the South Hall
due to the Shuffleboard
Tournament.




