Gander Varietny,

Newsletter of the Palm Gardens Activity Association

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Joe Vitiritto, President
Hello Everyone!

Well, Christmas has come and
gone and New Years is over.
There are many activities you
can participate in so, if you are
a new resident, just get a
newsletter and go to any
activity that we provide. There
are many residents that play all
the card games, poker,
shuffleboard, pickleball, darts,
pool, cornhole, beanbag
baseball, sewing, crochet,
Swedish weaving, and our 2
golf leagues. If you have any
other activity you would like to
do, just see a Board Member
and we can check and see if we
can accommodate you. You
never know...you might meet a
new special friend.

January is a very busy month
in the Park with all of our
residents returning after
spending the Holidays with
their families and friends. The
next 3 2 months will really be
hopping so I hope everyone
has a great time and enjoys
Palm Gardens - the BEST place
to be.

Regards, Joe

January 2026
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If you are a new resident or
just coming back from a long
stay away, contact Ronnie
Vitiritto, 515-238-9075, or Jan
Opp 480-494-7231, who
represent our Welcome
Committee. They are here to
extend a warm greeting,
provide information about
community events and
activities and encourage you to
participate and connect with
other residents. You can even
find out about volunteer
opportunities. Contact the
knowledgeable Welcome
Committee members here
once you get established.
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RECYCLING THURSDAY AM
Your volunteer recycling team
picks up aluminum cans and
PET1 or PETE clear plastic
bottles (without caps) from
your container or bag at the
curb by 6:30 AM Thursday
mornings or preferably the
night before. Help us to help
you by following our simple
rules. PLEASE REMOVE THE
TABS FROM YOUR CANS!
You can put them in the box at
the SH for donation to the
Ronald McDonald House.
Please no milk cartons or
opaque plastic bottles.
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SPECIAL
REMINDER

PLEASE take down your
tattered flags. Leaving them
up when damaged is
disrespectful. You can dispose
of them at most Home Depot
stores. Thank you. Bob Foley
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Paul Gregor
Jim Zeller
Denise Callahan
Gloria Ballou
Don Bourdon
Martha Bartlett
Nicole Rose
Marion Carlson
Lloyd Olsgard
Jim Thiesen

When you are sorrowful look
again in your heart, and you
shall see that in truth you are
weeping for that which has
been your delight.

--Khalil Gibran

PALM GARDENS
ACTIVITY
ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETING

The next Board meeting will be
held on Tuesday, Jan 13" at
11:00am in the South Hall.
Everyone is welcome.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY ON
FACEBOOK

You can get current
information about events
happening in and around the
Park by checking out the
FACEBOOK COMMUNITY PAGE
which connects over 370
residents through this
exclusive group.

HOW TO CONNECT:

1. Log into your FB account.

2. Click on the magnifying
glass/search at the top of the
page and type in “OUR
COMMUNITY” and run the
search.

3. Look for the banner
featuring cactus and a
mountain.

4. Click the JOIN button.
ANSWER a few questions and
you should be accepted within
48 hours.

THANK YOU
THANK YOU
THANK YOU

To all of those who donated to
the Armer Foundation for Kids
TOY DRIVE - a very heartfelt
THANK YOU to all!!

Palm Gardens residents have
outdone yourselves this year,
and the Foundation is very
appreciative of your support!!

Thank You! Cindy Lund, Lot 66

SCOOP THE LOOP

Our next Scoop the Loop will be
Sunday, Jan 25%. Meet at the
North Hall!

TOOL TRUCK
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FOOD TRUCK

We will only have one food
truck this month. We are
having a Park favorite - Rocco’s
Cheesesteak! They will be in
the Park on Jan 16%, 11am-
2pm at the South Hall.

I crossed a four-leaf clover with
poison ivy and got a rash of
good luck. I was just itching to
tell someone.

CROCHET CLASS

We will be having a crochet
class beginning January 9%
from 1pm-2pm in the South
Hall Craft Room. All levels of
ability are welcome. Interest
in this class will determine if it
is ongoing. Contact Pat Baker,
Lot 146, 208-569-7805

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
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The Ice Cream Social will be
the first and third Tuesdays of
the month, Jan 6% and 20% in
the South Hall at 5:45pm. All
you can eat with many
wonderful toppings.
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GRILL NIGHT
WEDNESDAY'S at
4PM

Come join us for a juicy burger
at Grill Night every
Wednesday night from 4PM to
5:15PM. Your meal includes
chips and dessert. Pop is sold
separately. If you’d like you
can order your burger with
cheese or without a bun!
Condiments are included
(catsup, mustard, mayo,
relish, pickles).

BINGO!!
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Come play some fun games of
Bingo on Wednesday nights.
Sales of bingo cards are from
6:00pm-6:35pm and bingo
starts at 6:45pm. Prize
amounts depend on the
number of cards sold so bring
your friends to make those
pots grow! We also have the
“HOT BALL"” prize. Currently
we have one hot ball prize
going for $500 and a 2" one
closing in on $500! Come play
some bingo and maybe win
some money! See you there!

MOVIE NIGHT

Movie Night is Sunday, January
18 at 6:30 p.m. in South Hall.
Every Movie Night season
should air a Jamie Lee Curtis
film. Or at least we'll try to
start that tradition. Her film
catalog is extensive so let's go
with a 2022 production that
earned Ms. Curtis an Academy
Award: "Everything
Everywhere All at Once". This
often times bizarre film is really
about a mother’s struggle to
save her family, no matter
what. There are many quirky
plot twists, so be ready for
anything. Popcorn and other
snacks will be served, BYO
drinks. Reach out to Stan
Schraufnagel at 715.821.0436
with movie suggestions.

ZUMBA

GOLD

ZUMBA GOLD

Join us for some fun, music,
and dancing at Zumba Gold
from 8:15-9am Monday,
Wednesday and Friday in the
South  Hall. No  prior
experience is necessary! Come
laugh, sing and make new
friends! Contact Mary-Alice
Muraski, sp 163, 715-222-
6841.

BIRTHDAY -
ANNIVERSARY

Note birthday/anniversary
DATE CHANGE! We've tried
for several years to book Harry
Mathews and the only way we
could get him to entertain is to
change our January
birthday/anniversary date. It
will be Friday, January 9, at
6:00pm in the South Hall. His
abilities as a vocalist, guitarist,
saxophonist and keyboardist
make him a versatile choice.
January, May, and September
will be the special honorees
this month. Watch for more
details on the South Hall
bulletin board.

WINTER WALKING

Come join our winter 3-mile
walk. Walk as much or as little
as you want. The group
meets Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at 8:15.
Anyone can do it. Your body
will like it, and you will have a
good time. Come and see! For
questions, contact Mona Jones,
sp 690, 480-265-5277.
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RIP, TEAR, BUTTON
OFF, OR ZIPPER
BROKEN? WE CAN

Have some mending hanging
around the house? The Sewing
Group is here to help! Bring it
to us in the South Hall Craft
Room the first Tuesday of
every month. No charge, but
donations welcomed! Contact
Mary-Alice Muraski, sp 163,
715-222-6841.

GOSPEL JAM

The best way to start a new
year is with some great Gospel
music. We hear that a few of
our pickers have returned and
it should be a great time. It all
happens on Sunday, January
4th at 6 in the South Hall.
Refreshments and coffee are
available at the break.
Instrumentalists of all stripes
are invited to join the
festivities.

"Remember, no man is a
failure who bhas friends.”
Clarence Odbody in "It's A
Wonderful Life”

SATURDAY
MORNING COFFEE
& NEWS

Come on down to the South
Hall every Saturday around
7:00am for a nice hot cup of
coffee and a yummy donut!
Stay for the Park updates and
info. Announcements begin at
8am then, what you really
came for, the donuts. Cost is
$1.00 for coffee and $2 for a
donut. Sign up weekly at the
South Hall bulletin board.

YUMMY YUMMY
PANCAKES
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Breakfast

Come join us on January 31st
for ALL YOU CAN EAT
PANCAKES WITH A SIDE OF
SAUSAGE & COFFEE FOR
$3.00! SUCH A DEAL!I
Contact Sonja Martin, SP 447,
805-657-5598.

BEANBAG
BASEBALL

BBB has 2 concurrent games
now if there are 20 or more
that want to play this fun filled
game. Stop by and try the
game at the South Hall after
coffee. Call or text Ed
Palmreuter, Lot 74 at 602-320-
6486 with  questions or
suggestions.

SUNDAY DARTS AT
2:30PM

JoJo Launderville had a score
of 122 points with 3 darts this
past month. It's a fun event
and lasts about about 1 '
hours. Darts are supplied, so
give it a try in the billard room
in the South Hall. Any
questions, call or text Ed
Palmreuter, lot 74 at 602-320-
6486.




TRIVIA NIGHT

Who knew that the residents of
our park had heads full of
trivial knowledge? I suppose
when you've lived this long
that comes with the territory.
So, the first Trivia Night of
2026 will be Sunday, January
11th at 6:00. Remember the
basics: Grab your friends
and/or neighbors, up to 8 of
them, and sign up on the sheet
posted at the South Hall. It
costs $2 per person (really
cheap entertainment) and that
becomes part of the prize pool.
Bring snacks and your favorite
beverage and turn off your cell
phone. Then be ready for a fun
evening filled with knowledge
and fun.

Cassette tapes had a side A
and a side B. So, it's only
logical that their successor
would be the CD.

LADIES LUNCHEON
FRI, FEB 27™

Put it on your calendar! This
year's Ladies Luncheon s
“Grandma’s Apron”. Please
wear an apron: one of
Grandma’s, one she made or a
special one you have. Also,
think of a story to share about
your apron. More information
later. Tickets will be available
the end of January. For
questions, see Judy Mathias,
SP 45, 701-840-8960.

SOCIAL HOUR

Get your friends and neighbors
together for fun and casual
conversation at Social Hour
and Potluck at the South
Hall on Jan 13t and 27th.
Social setting starts at 4:15 PM
with potluck food served at 5
PM. Bring a dish to share such
as salad, casserole, appetizer,
meat or dessert. Bring your
own drink. Place settings will
be provided. All residents are
welcome at this free
event. The food is always top
notch. Contact Sonja Martin,
Sp 447, 805-657-5598.

BROADWAY HIT

We have seats reserved at the
Hale Center Theater in Gilbert
at 7:30pm on Sat, March 7,
2026 to enjoy the smash hit
musical Guys and Dolls.
Tickets are at a special group
rate of $45 each, which is a
discount of $20 per ticket. The
sign-up sheet will be put up on
the Sough Hall Bulletin Board
on January 4%, Payment will
be due by Feb 11%, Contact
Gloria Wetzel, SP 413, or 734-
771-7185 with any questions
or payment.

It's almost that time again.
“Casino Night March 14". This
one will be better than ever.
We will be having a bake sale
auction and also a “Grand”
Prize at the end of the evening
- something that everyone will
be thrilled about. You must be
present to win it. The door
prizes are better than ever.

Also, starting in January, we
will be looking for donations
again. New or near new items,
gift cards or cash. We will be
collecting until February 15t
Contact Larry or Peggy Genke
at Lot 54, (L) 920-838-3812 or
(P) 920-254-5750. Hope to
see you all there! And
remember, this is a major
fundraising event for the Palm
Gardens Activity Association.

MATTER OF
BALANCE, FALL
PREVENTION
CLASS

The Matter  of Balance
program, conducted by A. T.
Still University, will be held in
North Hall on Fridays from 9:30
to 11:30 AM for eight weeks
starting January 16, 2026. You
will learn how to view falls as
controllable, set personal goals
for increasing activities, make
changes to reduce fall risks at
home, and exercises to
increase strength and balance.
Contact Mary-Alice Muraski, Sp
163, 715-222-6841 with
questions or to signup.




A BLAST FROM THE

PAST - JAN 24t
Non-stop 50’s-60's-70's-80's
music. Something for
everyone. 6:00pm to

10:00pm. Games and prizes,
line dancing, twist and good old
rock & roll! Free snacks.
Tickets $5.00 per person and
go on sale Jan 1, 2026. See
Floyd, SP 467 or Vicky, SP 658

SPECIAL
REMINDER

Dutton ticket
money ($25.00) is due to Pat
Mettee space 131 anytime
after December 30 and before
January 20. Checks or cash
accepted.

NAME TAGS

Name tags are available for
$10.50 each and printed with
your name and the city you are
from. There are a variety of
colors and all state shapes to
choose from. Contact Gloria
Wetzel, SP 413, 734-771-
7185. With so many residents
at Palm Gardens, they make it
much easier to keep track of
you and your new friends.

Garden Variety is published monthly
by the Palm Gardens Activities
Association. Due date for items
submitted for publication is the 20 of
each month. Clipart non-commercial
use license through Clipart Library. For
electronic edition, send your email to
Editor: Nancy Stephens, lot 78, ph
517-285-5424 or email
stephensbn@gmail.com.

CALENDAR
UPDATES? KNOW
THE PROCEDURE

If you would like to add an
event to the calendar or revise
one you currently host, please
contact Association Vice
President Sonja Martin, Sp.
447, 805-657-5598. She
coordinates the calendar and
use of facilities for Association
programs and for those who
wish to reserve a hall for a
private party.

RESIDENTS
HELPING
RESIDENTS

NAME TAGS
Gloria Wetzel, Sp 413, 734-
771-7185

HANDYMAN

Available to help with pet
sitting, general maintenance
and repairs on your home.
This can include a wide range
of jobs, such as fixing leaky
faucets, assembling furniture
and minor electrical work like
installing light fixtures and
more. Handyman and pet
sitting references available.
Call or text Jeff Polette 206-
679-0888.

KNIFE SHARPENING
Carmen Serio Sp. 260

JERRY'’S ERRAND &
DELIVERY SERVICES
Helping Palm Gardens
residents with fast, friendly
service — within 10 miles!
Services Offered:

e Local Errands (Post

Office, Pharmacy, etc)

e Delivery Pickups
(Prescriptions, Takeout,
Packages)

e Grocery Shopping

e Laundry Drop-off &
Pick-Up

Easy, Transparent Pricing:

e Local Errand (within 5
miles): $10 flat fee, 6-
10 miles: $15

e Extra Stops (on same
trip): +$3 per stop

e Grocery Shopping &
Delivery: $15 (list
provided)

Call to Schedule: 307-267-
6097

LENDING CLOSET

Our volunteer-based lending
closet allows residents of Palm
Gardens to borrow durable
equipment such as
wheelchairs, walkers, shower
chairs, canes or other items. If
you need something short-
term, contact Dave Sullivan
815-985-2524, Laurie
Sullivan 815-621-3413 or
Diane Wehr 317-431-4437
for immediate assistance.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to the winners of the Christmas Decorating Contest. We had some beautiful homes this
year! Thank you to all!

1st place - Rita DeMars, #143

2" place - Ron/Sharon Stephens, #602

3™ place - Larry/Donna Benton, #130

SPECIAL EVENTS:.

JAN 4 GOSPEL JAM SH 6:00 PM
JAN 6 ICE CREAM SOCIAL SH 5:45 PM
JAN 8 JAMMERS SH 2:00 PM
JAN 9 BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY SH 6:00 PM
JAN 11 TRIVIA NIGHT SH 6:00 PM
JAN 13 BOARD MEETING SH 11:00 AM
JAN 13 SOCIAL HOUR/POTLUCK SH 4:15 PM
JAN 16 FOOD TRUCK SH 11:00 AM
JAN 18 MOVIE NIGHT SH 6:30 PM
JAN 20 ICE CREAM SOCIAL SH 5:45 PM
JAN 22 JAMMERS SH 2:00 PM
JAN 24 50’s/60’s DANCE SH 6:00 PM
JAN 25 SCOOP THE LOOP NH 4:00 PM
JAN 27 SOCIAL HOUR/POTLUCK SH 4:15 PM
JAN 31 PANCAKE BREAKFAST SH 7:00 AM
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PALM GARDENS ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE-JANUARY 2026

MONDAY

CHAIR EXERCISE
ZUMBA
SHUFFLEBOARD
BUNCO

PASS PINOCHLE
SWEDISH WEAVING
NO PASS PINOCHLE

TUESDAY

EXERCISE

3 MILE WALK PROGRAM
SEWING/QUILTING
SHUFFLEBOARD
CORNHOLE

PASS PINOCHLE

SWOOP

WEDNESDAY
CHAIR EXERCISE
ZUMBA

POOL
SHUFFLEBOARD
DIME POKER
GRILL NIGHT
TEXAS HOLD EM
BINGO

THURSDAY
RECYCLING PICKUP
EXERCISE

3 MILE WALK PROGRAM
SEWING
SHUFFLEBOARD
LINE DANCING
BIBLE STUDY

.25 POKER

BRIDGE

HAND & FOOT

FRIDAY.

EXERCISE

ZUMBA

MATTER OF BALANCE
SHUFFLEBOARD
CORNHOLE

OMAHA POKER
EUCHER

CROCHET

CRIBBAGE

SATURDAY

COFFEE & ROLLS
BEANBAG BASEBALL
POOL/8 BALL
FIDDLER/JAM PRACTICE
DOMINO MEXICAN TRAIN

SUNDAY
DARTS

SH
SH
NH
NH
NH
SH
NH

SH
SH
SHCR
NH
SH
NH
NH

SH
SH
PR
NH
SH
SH
SH
SH

PG
SH
SH
SHCR

SH
NH
SH
NH
NH

SH
SH
NH
NH
SH
SH
NH
SHCR
NH

SH
SH
PR
NH
NH

PR

PM
PM

7:30 AM

8:15 AM

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

NOON - in new Poker Room
4:00 PM

6:00 PM — in new Poker Room
6:00 PM

AM

AM

AM

AM

AM

0 AM

10:30 AM

NOON - in new Poker Room
1:00 PM

6:30 PM
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7:30 AM

8:15 AM

8:30 AM (1/16 TO 3/13)
9:00 AM

10:00 AM

NOON - in new Poker Room
1:00 PM

1:00 PM (beginning Jan 9th)
6:00 PM

7:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM

2:30 PM




